[image: image1.jpg]GesamtRunstwerk by Bertrando Terzini
Verona Philharmonic Orchestra
World Premiere - October 31, 2005




Amore Infernale
Plot:

The story of Romeo and Juliet has been mistold.  In truth, they did not die together.  They made a suicide pact, but Romeo broke it.  Juliet threw herself into the Adige River, but Romeo backed out at the last minute.  The reason was not cowardice, but filial piety, for Romeo’s mother discovered his plan and begged him to break his vow to Juliet.  Nevertheless, Juliet went to hell for her sin, and Romeo died of guilt.  So great was his remorse, however, that he could not rest in peace.  He became a ghost, cursed to walk the streets of Verona and repeat his cycle of tragedy: meet, woo, fall in love, and attempt suicide.  Romeo’s Ghost lost not only memory but self-awareness.  He does not know he is dead, and remembers nothing before meeting his latest love.  After each suicide attempt, successful or not, he forgets his love and begins the cycle anew.

After his death, Romeo’s Ghost stalked the maidens of Verona for decades, until he was put to sleep by a powerful Jesuit necromancer.  He remained asleep for centuries.  But recently the obsessed composer Bertrando Terzini, unable to find the inspiration for a great opera, turned to the occult.  He contacted the Devil Juliet, who showed him how to awaken Romeo from sleep.  By stalking Romeo as he repeats his cycle of tragedy, Terzini at last has tapped into the depth of feeling he requires for his Gesamtkunstwerk masterpiece.

Romeo’s first victim upon awakening was the lovely but unaccomplished Carmella Borghia.  The daughter of one of the richest families in Verona, Romeo won her adoration with a few stanzas.  The tragedy then progressed as usual: Romeo soon declares that their families will never accept the union, and the two throw themselves off the Ponte Pietra.  This time, fortunately, the girl survived, saved by an athletic tourist.  As usual, Carmella has only the vaguest memories of her star-crossed love.  She speaks tenderly of him, but cannot remember his face, and her passion has cooled.

Spying on the Romeo-Carmella romance gave Terzini the inspiration for a stellar first draft of Amore Infernale.  But Carmella was too insipid to inspire the great aria he needs to join the first-rank composers.  Thus Terzini must wait for Romeo’s next romance to give him the artistic fuel he needs to finish his composition.

Then enter our heroes.  While they are trying to unravel the mystery of Carmella’s suicide attempt, Romeo and Terzini continue on course.  Terzini knows that the most remarkable young lady in Verona is Allegra Ricci, the mayor’s daughter.  To witness her brilliant, optimistic, strong personality fall into a tragic romance would be exactly the inspiration Terzini needs to reach greatness.  Through his high society contacts, he arranges for her to pass Romeo’s tomb at the right moment.  Romeo and Allegra meet, and Romeo begins to woo her.  Unlike his other loves, however, Ricci is strong of mind, and Romeo must try very hard to win her over.  Fortunately, Terzini gains inspiration just by watching the process; he can complete the opera before another suicide attempt.

But there is much more to this story than Terzini’s callous search for inspiration.  He is but a pawn of the Devil Juliet.  She is helping him because only he can help her return from hell to Verona to take revenge upon Romeo.  Once 666,666 Italians have hummed the great aria from Amore Infernale, Juliet is summoned back to earth.  She immediately hunts down Romeo and unleashes all her power upon him.  If she can kill his ghost, she can drag him back to hell with her, and thus gain her revenge.  Before she does, however, she wrecks enough havoc to attract Italian television so that she may tell what she sees as the True Story of Romeo and Juliet.  Her dream: To tell all of Italy that “True love is a lie!” – then rend Romeo’s Ghost in two.

Sidelines: Terzini controls four Imps from his previous experiments in the occult.  They work in the key production lines of his opera company, but also serve as his bodyguards and - if need be - assassins.  The prima donna lead soprano, Marya Tikhon, is also a natural distractor from the real story.

Timeline:

September 15 – Berzini contacts the Devil Juliet and learns how to free Romeo.

September 18 – Berzini frees Romeo at Romeo’s Tomb by the Chiesa Santa Maria Antica. 

September 19 – Romeo meets Carmella Borghia at the Piazza Della Erbe and they fall in love.

September 27 – Romeo and Carmella Borghia throw themselves from Ponte di Castelvecchio.  Carmella survives.

October 1 – Romeo begins seeking a new love.

October 7 – Terzini completes first draft of Amore Infernale.

October 8 – Posters are published all over town.  That evening, Terzini orchestrates the meeting between Allegra Borghia and Romeo after an elite-level party at the Torre dei Lamberti.

October 13 – Shootout at San Zeno Maggiore?

October 19 – Without external interference, Allegra is now under Romeo’s full control.

October 20 – Allegra’s email.  Mayor visits Bionic Assassin, and Der Grün lobbies for his release.

October 21 – Terzini asks the Mayor to sees Allegra’s email.

October 23 – Tikhon and Rich appear on t.v., threatening to go to EU Human Rights Commission if opera is harassed.

October 27 – Without external interference, Allegra and Romeo throw themselves from Ponte Pietra.  Other than the heroes, no one is there to save her.

October 31 – Premiere of Amore Infernale.  30,000 capacity Arena is sold out.

November 1 – By dusk, 66,666 people have hummed the infectious Love/Hate Aria of Amore Infernale.  The Devil Juliet materializes at Juliet’s Balconey.  All hell breaks loose.  If possible, she slays him on camera in front of the Torre dei Lamberti.

Cast:

Romeo’s Ghost – Played by Max Pirkis
	Strength
	Intelligence
	Wisdom
	Dexterity
	Constitution
	Charisma

	+3*
	+3
	+5
	+3
	+3
	+20


	Life
	Life Lost
	Heal
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5 Hours
2 Hours

	

	
	

	Toughness
	Fortitude
	

	+5
	+5

	

	
	

	Reflex
	Will
	

	+3
	+10
	


	Attack
	Defense
	Damage
	Initiative

	+0
	+0
	+0
	+8



Skills: None
Feats: Attractive 3, Distract, Inspire, Language [Italian], Luck 3
Powers: Communication 4 (Extras: Affects Corporeal; Flaws: Only on Lover); Insubstantial 4 (Flaws: Permanent); Mind Control 5 (Extras: Affects Corporeal, Cumulative, Duration [Normal], Penetrating; Flaws: Limited [Only to Induce Love], Limited [Women Only]; Feats: Incurable 3, Subtle 6; Drawbacks: Power Loss [incantations])
Drawbacks: Must Sleep During Daylight, Susceptible to Priestly Banishment
Complications: Dependent NPC [current lover], Doesn’t Know He’s Dead, Drawn to Suicide Pacts, Hunted [the Devil Juliette]
* Affects Corporeal

Bertrando Terzini – Played by Jeremy Sisto

	Strength
	Intelligence
	Wisdom
	Dexterity
	Constitution
	Charisma

	+0
	+8
	+5
	+2
	+3
	+10


	Life
	Life Lost
	Heal
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	Day
½ Day
5 Hours
2 Hours

	

	
	

	Toughness
	Fortitude
	

	+1
+14 Impervious w/Hellshield
	+1
+14 Impervious w/Hellshield
	

	
	

	Reflex
	Will
	

	+8
	+7
	


	Attack
	Defense
	Damage
	Initiative

	+2
	+2
	+1
	+10




Skills: Bluff 5 (+15), Chase 5 (+7), Knowledge 10 [music] (+18), Perform 15 [conduct] (+10), Research 6 (+14), Sense Motive 7 (+12), Stealth 13 (+15)
Feats: Attractive 2, Connected 3 [regional, major], Defensive Attack, Dodge, Evasion, Fascinate [Perform], Language 2 [German, Italian], Lore, Luck 2, Taunt
Powers: Force Field 13 (“Hellshield”; Extras: Fortitude; Flaws: Action [full round], Power Loss [g&i]); Illusion 11 (Flaws: Action [full round], Power Loss [g&i]); Mind Reading 8 (“Artistic Sense”; Flaws: 10 Activation, Action [full round]; Feats: Subtle); Summon x [imps]; 
Stuff: Base 1 [putrid pool]: Super-Senses 8 (“Commune With Evil”; Awareness [mental], Accurate, Acute, Extended 3 [20 miles], Radius; Flaws: Action [5 rounds], Limited [Evil Only], Power Loss [g&i]; Feats: Extradimensional)
Drawbacks: Public ID
Complications: Arrogant, Obsessed with Music, Violent Temper When His Genius Is Questioned
Bertrando’s Imps – CGI

	Strength
	Intelligence
	Wisdom
	Dexterity
	Constitution
	Charisma

	+0
	+1
	+0
	+2
	+3
	+5


	Life
	Life Lost
	Heal
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	Toughness
	Fortitude
	

	+0
+10 Impervious w/Hellshield
	+0
+10 Impervious w/Hellshield
	

	
	

	Reflex
	Will
	

	+3
	+5
	


	Attack
	Defense
	Damage
	Initiative

	+3
	+3
	+0
	+6




Skills: Intimidate 7 (+12), Knowledge 6 [infernal realm] (+7), Profession 15 [opera production sub-speciality] (+16)
Feats: Demoralize, Luck 2, Startle
Powers: Flight 5 [25 mph]; Force Field 10 (“Hellshield”; Extras: Fortitude; Flaws: Action [full round], Power Loss [g&i])

The Choreographer: Paralyze 10 (“Nail to the Spot”; Extras: Cumulative; Flaws: 5 charges); Strike 10 (“Martial Kick”; Drawbacks: Power Loss [objects of opportunity])

The Costume Designer: Morph 4 (Normal Sight; Feats: Sight Group, Normal Hearing); Shoot 12 (“Death Arrows”; Flaws: 10 Activation; Feats: Coup de Grace, Lethal)
The Set Designer: Mental Blast 10 (“Overpowering Beauty”); Snare 10 (“Fire Bonds”; Flaws: 5 Charges)
The Stage Manager: Mind Control 10 (“Diabolical Suggestion”; Flaws: 5 Charges, Sense Dependent); Strike 8 (“Fire Sword”; Extras: Armor-Piercing; Feats: Lethal)
Drawbacks: Suspectible to Holy Objects and Places, Weaker Form
Complications: Imp, Obsessed With Details of Work
Bertrando’s Imps – CGI

	Strength
	Intelligence
	Wisdom
	Dexterity
	Constitution
	Charisma

	+0
	+1
	+0
	+2
	+3
	+5


	Life
	Life Lost
	Heal
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[left to right] Choreographer, Costume Designer, Set Designer, and Stage Manager
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	+0
+10 Impervious w/Hellshield
	

	
	

	Reflex
	Will
	

	+3
	+5
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	+3
	+3
	+0
	+6




Skills: Intimidate 7 (+12), Knowledge 6 [infernal realm] (+7), Profession 15 [opera production sub-speciality] (+16)
Feats: Demoralize, Luck 2, Startle, Teamwork
Powers: Flight 5 [25 mph]; Force Field 10 (“Hellshield”; Extras: Fortitude; Flaws: Action [full round], Power Loss [g&i])

The Choreographer: Paralyze 10 (“Nail to the Spot”; Extras: Cumulative; Flaws: 5 charges); Strike 10 (“Martial Kick”; Drawbacks: Power Loss [objects of opportunity])

The Costume Designer: Morph 4 (Normal Sight; Feats: Sight Group, Normal Hearing)
The Set Designer: Mental Blast 10 (“Overpowering Beauty”); Snare 10 (“Fire Bonds”; Flaws: 5 Charges)

The Stage Manager: Mind Control 10 (“Diabolical Suggestion”; Flaws: 5 Charges, Sense Dependent)
Drawbacks: Suspectible to Holy Objects and Places

Complications: Imp, Obsessed With Details of Work

The Devil Juliet – Played by Alexis Bledel
	Strength
	Intelligence
	Wisdom
	Dexterity
	Constitution
	Charisma

	+10*
	+8
	+2
	+9
	+10
	+15


	Life
	Life Lost
	Heal
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	Toughness
	Fortitude
	

	+16
+8 Impervious
	+14
+7 Impervious 
	

	
	

	Reflex
	Will
	

	+9
	+12
	


	Attack
	Defense
	Damage
	Initiative

	+15
	+19
	+1
	+10




Skills: Notice 10 (+12), Perform 5 [oratory] (+20), Search 7 (+15), Stealth 6 (+15)
Feats: Assessment, Coup de Grace 3, Demoralize, Evasion, Haymaker, Human Shield, Improved Disarm 2, Improved Grapple 2, Language [Italian], Luck 5, Rage 3, Sneak Attack 2, Startle, Wrath
Powers: Drain 10 (“Hellfire”; Life; Extras: Aura, Contagious, Continuous, Easy, Penetrating; Feats: Personal Immunity;  Nullify 15 (Flaws: Power Loss [g&i]); Super-Movement 1 (Dimensional Movement: Hell-Earth; Flaws: Limited [666,666 person summoning ceremony; Feats: Progression 3 [5x weight]); Teleport 7 [1000’; Feats: Progression 3 [5x weight])
Stuff: Device 10 [Pitchfork; easy to lose]: Strike 17 (Extras: Armor-Piercing; Feats: Affects Insubstantial 2)
Drawbacks: Public ID, Suspectible to Holy Objects and Placeds
Complications: Bad Temper, Devil, Hates Romeo, Hates Romeo’s Current Girlfriend
Note: If summoning is based on mp3 recording, reduce all saves and pitchfork damage by 2.
* Affects Insubstantial
Allegra Ricci, Romeo’s Second Victim – Played By Jodie Foster

	Strength
	Intelligence
	Wisdom
	Dexterity
	Constitution
	Charisma

	+2
	+7
	+5
	+3
	+2
	+3


	Life
	Life Lost
	Heal
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	Toughness
	Fortitude
	

	+6
+2 flat-footed
	+5
+2 flat-footed

	

	
	

	Reflex
	Will
	

	+7
	+4
	


	Attack
	Defense
	Damage
	Initiative

	+2

+7 w/kick-boxing
	+6

+2 flat-footed
	+0

+7 w/kick-boxing
	+12




Skills: Acrobatics 7 (+10), Chase 5 (+8), Computers 10 (+17), Diplomacy 4 (+7), Jump 5 (+7), Reason 6 (+13), Throw 5 (+7)
Feats: All-Out Attack, Cripple, Defensive Attack, Diehard, Dodge, Feint, Haymaker, Improved Grapple 2, Improved Trip 2, Instant Up, Language [Italian], Luck 2, Niche 2 [High Society, Streetwise], Power Attack, Precise Blow, Rematch, Set-up, Weapon Break, Well-Rounded

Powers: Strike 7 [kick-boxing]
Complications: Optimist, Watched By Her Parents

Marya Tikhon, The Soprano – Played by Famke Jannsen 
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	Intelligence
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	Dexterity
	Constitution
	Charisma

	-1
	+3
	+3
	+0
	+3
	+10


	Life
	Life Lost
	Heal
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	+0
	+0
	+0
	+0




Skills: Knowledge 8 [music] (+11), Perform 10 [singing] (+20)
Feats: Attractive 2, Fascinate [Perform], Language 3 [Czech, French, German, Italian, Russian], Luck 
Complications: Prima Donna

Carmelia Borghia, Romeo’s First Victim – Played by Kristin Kreuk
	Strength
	Intelligence
	Wisdom
	Dexterity
	Constitution
	Charisma

	-2
	+0
	+0
	+0
	+0
	+5


	Life
	Life Lost
	Heal
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	+0
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	-2
	-1
	+0
	+0




Skills: None 
Feats: Attractive, Language [Italian] 

Complications: Naive
ESCS (“Excess”) (2 Teams, 4 agents each)

	Strength
	Intelligence
	Wisdom
	Dexterity
	Constitution
	Charisma

	+5
	+3
	+1
	+4
	+3
	+0


	Life
	Life Lost
	Heal
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	Toughness
	Fortitude
	

	+7
+2 w/o armor
	+6
+1 w/o armor 
	

	
	

	Reflex
	Will
	

	+2
+6 Impervious vs. Dazzle
	+4
	


	Attack
	Defense
	Damage
	Initiative

	+4
+12 w/ASEM
	+2
	+0
	+6



Skills: Chase 4 (+8), Climb 3 (+7), Drive 4 (+8), Gather Information 3 (+3), Intimidate 6 (+6), Investigate 4 (+7), Knowledge 4 [superhumans] (+7), Medicine 3 (+4), Notice 5 (+6), Search 3 (+6), Sense Motive 4 (+5), Stealth 3 (+7)
Feats: Aim, Assessment, Benefit [international law officer], Contacts, Improved Disarm, Improved Grapple, Language [national], Sneak Attack, Stoic, Team Player, Teamwork
Stuff: Device 12 [Anti-Superhuman Electrical Machine Gun (ASEM); easy to lose]: Blast 10 (Extras: Area [burst], Autofire, Penetrating), +8 Attack w/ASEM; Device 4 [body armor; hard to lose]: Sensory Shield 2; Super-Senses 1 [infravision]; Toughness +5, Fortitude +5; Device 2 [Brain Drain Grenades; easy to lose]: Drain 5 [Intelligence] (Extras: Armor-Piercing, Range; Flaws: 5 Charges)
Complications: Dependent NPCs [family], Loyal to EU, Public ID
ESCS Mobile Bunker – Vehicle, Tight Fit
	Passengers
	Speed
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	1000 fpr/

100 mph
	

	
	

	Life
	Life Lost
	

	8
	
	


	Toughness
	Reflex
	Defense
	Damage

	+8

	Driver’s -3
	Driver’s -3
	+8


Skills: Lift 25 (+25), Jump 10 (+10), Run 15 (+15)
Powers: Blast 10 (“Guided Missiles”; Extras: Area [Explosion], Penetrating; Flaws: 5 Charges; Drawbacks: Action [full round]; Pain 10 (“Sonic Attack”; Extras: Alternate Save [Reflex], Area [radius], Field; Feats: Personal Immunity, Progression 3 [25’ radius], Progression 3 [1 minute duration]

Borghia Heiress Rescued
September 28.  Verona Times.  Carmella Borghia, 15-year-old heiress to the Borghia fortune, was saved from drowning late last night near the Castelvecchio by an American tourist, Neil Jones, 22.  According to Borghia, an unnamed male companion must have drowned before he could be rescued, but the police have been unable to locate a body after an extensive search.  

Sources confirm that police and doctors believe Borghia’s accident to be a suicide attempt.  She is currently recovering at the Verona Center for Adolescent Behavioral Modification.  

	[image: image12.jpg]



Carmella Borghia
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Neil Jones


Controversy Surrounds Terzini Opera
September 30.  Opera News.  The relationship between the Verona Opera and auteur Bertrando Terzini is increasing troubled, according to anonymous sources.   The Italian American composer has promised to deliver an original opera for the season premiere on October 31, but has yet to even disclose its name.  “The world will know the title when the world is ready to hear the title,” remarked Terzini, but Verona Opera spokesmen did not return phone calls.  

Rumors are circulating that rehearsals have finally begun, but Terzini’s erratic style has alienated the notoriously conservative world of opera.  Since his contract entitles him and his hand-picked team to create a “complete artwork” (or Gesamtkunstwerk) including music, libretto, staging, and costumes, it is difficult to learn how far along the production is.  Even Mayor Ricci has publicly expressed concern that the Verona Opera may have nothing to perform on its season premiere.  Ticket sales have not even begun for the 30,000-person capacity Arena, the largest open-air opera stage in the world.

Terzini, known only for a handful of minor works, is nevertheless considered a genius by a small circle of admirers.  Among these are the world’s leading soprano, Russian-born Marya Tikhon.  Tikhon, who will have the unnamed leading female role in Terzini’s opera, used all of her influence to secure this unprecedented opportunity for a relative unknown.  Tikhon stakes her reputation on Terzini’s creativity: “Mark my words.  Terzini is the next Verdi and Wagner combined.  On the first of November all of Italy will be singing his arias.  In a year even Americans will do the same.”
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	Bertrando Terzini
	Marya Tikhon


Allegra Ricci Raises Suicide Awareness
October 5.  Verona Times.  Mayor Ricci and his 15-year-old daughter Allegra yesterday addressed an audience of 9000 Verona teens in the Arena on the subject of suicide awareness.  After brief introductory remarks by the Mayor on his sympathy for the Borghia family and hope for their daughter’s speedy recovery, his daughter made an impassioned and enthusiastically-received speech to her peers.

A notable excerpt from Allegra Ricci’s speech: “Because of our history and our myths, we Veronese still tend to see suicide as romantic and noble.  But there is nothing romantic or noble in young people throwing away their lives and breaking the hearts of their families.  A boy who asks you to die with him needs help, not someone to die by his side.”
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	                          Allegra Ricci
	                           Mayor Ricci


From: Desperada <anon3921@anon.it>

To: Goethe

Re: You’re my only hope

Heroes, friends:

I cannot live without him.  But my family will never let us be together, and my Romeo is falling to pieces, and I with him.  Only you can bring understanding, before something terrible happens.

A.

Love/Hate Aria by Bertrando Terzini

Freely translated from the Italian

You can only truly hate,

Those you have truly loved.

My hate is the truest of all,

All-consuming, without bound.

Lucifer would not serve in Heaven,

When he could rule in Hell.

I, your bride, would not rule in Heaven,

Though you were my lowest minion.

No, I full-knowing choose,

To burn eternally infernally,

Given this one Bliss:

To hear you cry and watch you writhe...

By my side!  By my side! By my side!

Do not ask me to forgive,

I have burned alone too long.

Nor will I love you in our agony,

For I am a maid in love with hate!

Every girl, hear me now,

Love is a storm of lies,

Love turns to hellish hate:

Know what awaits you!

You can only truly hate,

Those you have truly loved.

My hate is the truest of all,

All-consuming, without bound.

Verona, Ponte Pietra in Foreground
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Chiesa Santa Maria Antica
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Piazza Della Erbe
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Ponte di Castelvecchio
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Torre dei Lamberti
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THE ARENA, Inside and Out

[image: image24.jpg]



[image: image25.jpg]



[image: image26.jpg]



[image: image27.jpg]Arena di Verona

Authorized Reseler Copyight ForlaZione Aiena di Verona





Juliet’s Balconey
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Juliet’s Statue
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                Statue of Juliet

Maps of Verona
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Points of Interest

1. Arena - Piazza Bra
2. Castelvecchio
3. Arco dei Gavi
4. Chiesa S. Lorenzo
5. Chiesa Ss. Apostoli, Sacello delle Ss. Teuteria e Tosca
6. Porta dei Borsari
7. Piazza delle Erbe
8. Piazza dei Signori, Scavi archeologici dei Palazzi Scaligeri
9. Arche Scaligere, chiesa S. Maria Antica
10. Casa di Giulietta
11. Porta Leoni
12. Chiesa di S. Fermo
13. Cattedrale S. Maria Matricolare (dall'VIII sec.) e      S. Giovanni in Fonte (VIII sec.)
14. Chiesa di San Giorgio (XVI sec.)
15. Chiesa S. Stefano (dal V sec.)
16. Teatro Romano (fine I sec. a.C.)
17. Ponte Pietra (I sec. d.C.)
18. Chiesa S. Anastasia (dal IX sec.) e chiesa di San Giorgetto
19. Ponte Scaligero (XIV sec.)
20. Arsenale (XIX sec.)
21. Chiesa San Bernardino (dal XV sec.)
22. Basilica San Zeno (dal IX sec.)
23. Chiesa San Procolo (dal V sec.)
24. Chiesa San Tommaso (dal XIV sec.)
25. Palazzo e giardino Giusti (XVI sec.)
26 Chiesa San Giovanni in Valle (dall'VIII sec.)
27. Castel San Pietro (XIX sec.)
28. Chiesa Santa Maria in Organo (dall'VIII sec.)
ITINERARY A 
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ITINERARY B 
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ITINERARY C 
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ITINERARY D 
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