Mountaineering 101

Alcove: A belay ledge that is surrounded on all sides by vertical rock.

Abseil: The process by which a climber can descend a fixed rope. Also known as Rappel.

Anchor: An arrangement of one or (usually) more pieces of gear set up to support the weight of a belay or top rope.

Ascend: To climb a rope using aid device.

Ascender: A device for ascending on a rope.

Belay: To protect a roped climber from falling by passing the rope through, or around, any type of friction enhancing belay device. Before belay devices were invented, the rope was simply passed around the belayer's hips to create friction.

Belay device: A mechanical device used to create friction when belaying by putting bends in the rope. Some belay devices may also be used as descenders. 
Belay off: Called by belayer to confirm belay has been removed from climbing rope. Response to Off belay request.

Belay on: Called by belayer to confirm belay has been (re)applied to climbing rope. Response to On belay request.

Bivy (or bivvy): From the French "bivouac". A camp, or the act of camping, overnight while still on a climbing route off the ground. May involve nothing more than lying down or sitting on a rock ledge without any sleeping gear. 
Buttress: a very steep arete on the face of a mountain. Nose and pillar are synonomous with buttress. 

Cam: A spring-loaded device used as protection.

Carabiner: Metal rings with spring-loaded gates, used as connectors. Usually oval or roughly D shaped. Also known as crab or biner (pronounced kar-uh-bee-ner).

Chimney: Either a steep, narrow chute with parallel walls, or a wide crack that the climber can fit into. 

Clipping in: The process of attaching to belay lines or anchors for protection.

Crampons: Metal framework with spikes attached to boots to increase safety on snow and ice.

Face: the sides of a mountain, a slope being more gentle (less steep) than a face. 

Free: free climbing; i.e., doing a climb or pitch without resorting to aid. 

Multi-pitch climbing: Climbing on routes that are too long for a single belay rope.

Off belay: Called by a climber when requesting that the belayer remove belay equipment from the climbing rope (for example, when cleaning top protection from a lead route). Replied to with Belay off.

On belay: What a climber calls when he is ready to be belayed. Replied to with Belay on.

Overhang: a section of rock that exceeds the vertical. 

Papa Roaching: To become desperate mid-climb and go for a hold without being sure of it's quality (coming from the song Last Resort by the band Papa Roach).

Piton: A flat or angled metal blade of steel which incorporates a clipping hole for a carabiner or a ring in its body. A piton is typically used in "aid-climbing" and an appropriate size and shape is hammered into a thin crack in the rock and preferably removed by the last team member.

Punter: An over-ambitious and under-prepared climber.

Ramp: an ascending ledge. 

Rappel: The process by which a climber may descend on a fixed rope using a friction device. Also known as abseil or roping down.

Rope gun: The most capable climber in the group. The person who can get the rope up there for the rest of us.

Screamer: A long and loud fall.

Sloper: A sloping hold with very little positive surface. A sloper is comparable to palming a basketball.

Smearing: To use friction on the sole of the climbing shoe, in the absence of any useful footholds.

Summit: the high point of a peak or top of a pass. 

Traverse: To climb in a horizontal direction.

Zipper fall: A fall in which each piece of protection fails in turn. 
