Invisible Hand Seminar
Led and organized by Daniel Klein (dklein@gmu.edu)
I have initiated this seminar to give a forum for graduate students to develop and present their work. Contact me to receive the paper. 
It is OK to attend without having read the paper.

Spring 2012
Select Saturdays 4:00 - 5:45, ENTERPRISE 318:

Saturday February 18:

Nathanael Snow, GMU PhD student: “Abolition of Slavery in Great Britain: Abolishing Transitional Gains Traps”

In attendance: Dan Klein, Steve Kunath, Nathan Snow, Austin Middleton, Pavel Kuchar, Jeff Horn. 

Saturday March 24:

Pavel Kuchar, Fulbright Scholar from Prague visiting GMU:

“Surrogate Motherhood Contracts in the United States: The Moral and Economic Effects of Legal Enforcement”
In attendance: Dan Klein, Steve Kunath, Austin Middleton, Pavel Kuchar, Tony Quain, Mary Clare Peate.
Saturday April 28:

Anthony Quain, GMU doctoral student: 

“Positional Externalities as an Argument for Tax Progressivity: A Critical Analysis”
. 
Saturday May 5:

Daniel Klein, Austin Middleton, GMU PhD student:

“Adam Smith and Four Justices: Commutative, Distributive, Esteem, and Platonic”
Klein will present a classification; Middleton will present results of a comprehensive content analysis
Past programs:
Fall 2011

Saturday September 17:

Brandon Holmes, GMU MA student in Philosophy:

“Adam Smith on Education: A Critique of Andrew Skinner and Others”

In attendance: Zachary Bartsch, Darwyn Deyo, Blake Johnson, Dan Klein, Pavel Kuchar, Steve Kunath, Paul Mueller, Kevin Rollins. 

Saturday October 1:

David Hedengren, GMU PhD student:
“Self-Selection in Life Insurance: Propitious or Adverse?”
In attendance: William Bruntrager, Dave Hedengren, Dan Klein, Steve Kunath, Ryan Moseley, Thomas Strattman. 

Saturday October 15:

Christopher Martin, GMU doctoral student and John Marshall Visiting Research Fellow, University of Virginia: 

“The Fortunes of Sympathy in Economics”

In attendance: Dan Klein, Pavel Kuchar, Steve Kunath, Chris Martin, Paul Mueller, Tony Quain, Kevin Rollins. 

Saturday November 12:

John Robinson, GMU PhD student, and Daniel Klein: “Property: A Bundle of Rights”  Along with thoughts on Richard Epstein’s and others’ defense of “bundle”

In attendance: Luke Faraone, Dan Klein, Pavel Kuchar, Steve Kunath, Tony Quain, John Robinson, Kevin Rollins, Jennifer Storm, Vlad Tarko. 
Saturday December 3:

Stephen Kunath, GMU PhD student: The The Thomistic-Aristotelean conception of the common good in light of Alasdair MacIntyre.

Spring 2011

Saturday Feb 12, 2011:

Christopher Martin, GMU doctoral student and Institute for Humane Studies:

“Adam Smith’s Libertarian Justice for the Poor”

In attendance: Mark Bonica (by wire), Chris Flemming, Mike Foley, Dan Klein, Steve Kunath, Chris Martin,Tony Quain, John Robinson.


Saturday Feb 26, 2011:

Michael Clark, PhD GMU and University of Baltimore: 

“The Virtuous Discourse of Adam Smith: The Political Economist’s Measured Words on Public Policy”

In attendance: Mike Foley, Dan Klein, Steve Kunath, Mike Clark. 

Saturday March 26, 2011:

Mark Bonica, GMU doctoral student and US Army: 

“Adam Smith on Reputation: Is It Covered by Commutative Justice? Did He Favor Defamation Laws?”

In attendance: Mike Foley, Dan Klein, Steve Kunath, Mark Bonica, Tony Quain, Don Boudreaux, Chris Martin, Alberto Battini.

Saturday April 16, 2011:

Brandon Lucas, PhD GMU, and US Air Force:

“Seeking Honest Profit as Smithian Distributive Justice”

In attendance: Dan Klein, Steve Kunath, John Robinson, Michael Clark, Brandon Lucas.
Saturday April 30, 2011:

Jason Briggeman, GMU doctoral student:

“Leading Health Economists Respond to a Questionnaire on Market Failure and the FDA: An Analysis and Assessment”
In attendance: Dan Klein, Steve Kunath, John Robinson, Mike Foley, Kevin Rollins, Tony Quain, Jason Briggeman, Chris Martin.
