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ECONOM CAL COG TATI ONS

by Daniel B. Klein

Sonme fol ks are dissatisfied with free enterprise if it
doesn't work perfectly, and satisfied with governnent

if it works at all.

* * *
Bri bery must stop, you say? Tell it to Schindler.
* * *

Affirmative Action: Counteracting prejudice by

provi ding a sound reason for it.



When the circus of politics is finished the
groundskeeper sweeps the litter into a pile and calls

it "the law "

The Political D alectic of Twentieth Century Anmerica:
The Conservative believes the government should run
educati on, place a check on vice, fine tune the
econony, pronote denocracy abroad, and be | ed by a man
in pin stripes. H's opponent the Liberal believes the
gover nnent should run education, place a check on vice,
fine tune the econony, pronote denocracy abroad, and be

|l ed by a man in plaid.

When the anti-capitalist holds profit-hungry business
in contenpt, he conveniently neglects the fact that
business is the paid servant of custoners and the

served payer of enployees.



The denocratic faith in governnment cones in two
varieties, the naive and the sophisticated. The naive
denocrat believes that if everyone would just be nice
and participate, like in a town neeting, we can nake it
all work out. The sophisticated denocrat recognizes
the tender-mnded folly of this viewand is ready to
face the tough truth: we nust enlist qualified experts

to nmake it all work out.

The dirigiste intellectual takes experience with
scri bblings about a subject for experience with the

subj ect itself.



Is it the will to control that gives birth to the
pretense of knowing, or is it the will to know that

gives birth to the inpulse to control?

W sdom in econom cs: refined know edge of the

unknowabl eness of the econony.

The di spute between two econonm sts over whether or not
the | abor market is conpetitive is usually a dispute
over the neaning of conpetition, just as the dispute
bet ween two | overs over whether or not he |oves her is

usual ly a dispute over the neaning of |ove.

Sonme econonmists are a riddle. On an issue-by-issue

basis they are libertarian seven tinmes out of ten, but



when you put it all together you get a Clinton
supporter. The answer to this riddle often lies in

conj ugal consi derati on.

Liberty is like black licorice: sone people hate it and

sone people love it.

The value of safeguarding a man's right to |life against
unjust force divided by the value of his life itself

equal s, on average, three hundred thousand.

To work its wonders the principle of individual liberty
need not be nythol ogi zed, but only upheld. But to be

uphel d it nust be nythol ogi zed.



The battle is not one between power and justice, nor
bet ween unj ust power and just power. The battle is

bet ween unj ust power and | ess unjust power.

Clever leftists mss the point when they contend that
the libertarian theory of individual |iberty is "nmere"
nmyt hol ogy. The point is that it is a mythology worth

consecrati ng.

The governnent's war on snoking is getting so
outrageous it is turning snokers into |libertarians and

libertarians into snokers.



Good taste favors | aissez-faire even for personal

activities that show bad taste.

Laws that prevent the choosing of sin also prevent the

choosi ng of virtue.

If we hold groups rather than individuals accountabl e,

we all end up crimnals.

May the socialist enter private industry, and the

i bertarian, governnent.



