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FIGURE 5.1 Model-building articles almost always have three parts.
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To pass Why should we care?, the article must either; (1) indicate some inad-
equacy in how alternative explanations (perhaps even just naive ones) explain
the explanandum, or (2) suggest that it is freshly identifying the explanandum
and indicate how such identification might be useful. Either way, the indica-
tion of prior inadequacy helps to provide the research’s scientific motivation,
For this scoring, subtests 4 and 5 are particularly useful, but passing those
tests is neither necessary nor sufficient for passing Why should we care?

The next column contains the last major question:

Major question 3: What merit in your explanation? In the case of
addressing a previously identified explanandum, we may ask more
specifically: Does the article say how its explanation has advantages
relative to or in conjunction with an alternative explanation?
Otherwise, does the article say how its explanandum-explanation
complex promises benefits?

To pass What merit? the article must either allude to an alternative explana-
tion, even a simple or naive one, and say why its model explains features that
the alternatives do not explain (or not as nicely), or it must promise benefits
of a freshly formulated explanandum-explanation complex. Passing What
merit? does not hinge mechanically on Subtests 4, 5, and 6.

Here follows a recapitulation of the six subtests and three major questions,
in abbreviated form:

Subtest 1: Does the article illustrate the explanandum in any factual way?

Subtest 2: Does the article illustrate the explanandum with any
fictitious example?

Subtest 3: Does the model use language of an economic context or scenario?
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